
Using Windows Vista, IIS 7.0 (IIS7), and Visual Studio 
2005 Professional for ASP.NET development. 

This article is a quick summary of the steps I went through to accomplish my goal, to develop and debug 

ASP.NET applications using IIS 7.0 on Windows Vista Ultimate. For the record, my computer is a Lenovo 

ThinkPad T60p with 2gb ram, IΩm running Visual Studio 2005 Professional with Service Patch 1, and the 

SP1 Update for Windows Vista. 

1. Verify that I can create, access, and debug web sites using the ASP.NET Development Server. I have 

read that I had to run Visual Studio as admin to enable debugging web sites on Vista, but of course I 

had to verify this myself. 

a. Start Visual Studio as Standard User 

b. Create a new ASP.NET web site, add a button and a click event handler, and place a breakpoint 

in the handler method. 

c. F5 

d. Click button. I expected the debugger not to stop on my breakpoint, and thatΩs exactly what 

happened. 

e. Close Visual Studio 

f. Start Visual Studio by right clicking on the shortcut and selecting άRun as Administratorέ 

g. Reopen the web site 

h. F5 

i. Click button. I now expected the debugger to stop on my breakpoint. It did! 

j. Conclusion: run as administrator 

 

2. Configure IIS7 

 
 

 



 

I didnΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ LL{ 

(after all thatΩǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LL{т ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ 

you customize its footprint), so I did some 

research. I used Mike Volodarsky blog article as 

my base line. He recommended to enable three 

checkboxes: 

1. IIS Metabase and IIS 6 configuration 

compatibility 

2. ASP.NET 

3. Windows Authentication 

Checking those three boxes automatically 

checked additional boxes as well. In addition I 

also checked the άLL{ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ /ƻƴǎƻƭŜέ 

item. The result should look like the screen shot 

on the right. 

3. Next, I need to create my web site in IIS7. This 

doesnΩt really mean that IΩm creating the web 

content, itΩs more of a άtell IIS7 about my web 

site and configure itέ. 

 

a. Start IIS Manager by typing άinetmgrέ into 

the Start Menu search box: 

 
 

You should see this at the top of the menu: 

 
 

Press enter to start the program 

 

b. Inside the program I am going to create a new web site. Again, the site already exists inside my dev 

folders (where I created it from Visual Studio). IΩm really just connecting the site to IIS here. Okay, go 

to the άWeb Sitesέ node, right click and select άAdd Web SiteΧέ. In the popup dialog, enter your 
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άlogicalέ name of the site in the άWeb site nameέ edit box, and the full path to your Visual Studio 

web site folder inside the άPhysical pathέ edit box.  

 

In the Binding panel enter either a unique IP address and/or port that you want to assign to your 

site. How you do this really depends on your system/net configuration. HereΩa screen shot of one 

example, where I have chosen to use my IP address on my local wireless network as the URL for the 

site: 

 
c. After hitting άOKέ, you need one more thing in order to enable Visual Studio debugging. If you donΩt 

make this next change, you will get the following error dialog from within Visual Studio after hitting 

F5: 

 

 



To avoid this you must enable Windows Authentication for your web site. You do that here: 

 

 
 

 
 

We are now done configuring IIS7, but you can leave the IIS Manager open if you like to. 

  


